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Hi Fellow Lions, 

 

I am really excited that 

you elected me as your 

Governor, and then sup-

porting us; and because 

of that and much more 

we want to Thank you 

from the bottom of our 

hearts. I promise that I 

will do whatever I can, 

with an excited and posi-

tive manner to the ut-

most of my ability. 

 

 I and the District Team 

want to Thank each 

and every Lion that is 

willing to give up some 

of  their Time, Effort, 

Skill, and Money to help 

those less fortunate then 

themselves. It is indeed a 

pleasure to call all you 

Lions my friends. Elaine 

and I are extremely 

proud and honored to be 

associated with each and 

every one of you. We 

also know that no one 

can accomplish great 

things by themselves, 

they need a Great Team 

to help them; because I 

bel ieve "Together-

Everyone-Achieves-

More". So if we expect 

good things to happen 

that is what we will get. 

Then let's live our lives 

filled with positive ex-

pectance and that is what 

we will receive. 

 

July really has flown by. 

They say when youôre 

really busy time does fly 

quickly, and we have 

been busy! It all started 

on June 29th when my 

fellow Governors and I 

went to Seattle to start 

our Governor-Elect 

training which lasted 

through July 4 and con-

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Please don't walk in front of me, because I may not follow; Please don't walk behind me, because I may not 
lead; Just walk beside me and be my Friend!  God Bless. 
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cluded with a Celebration Ban-

quet. This training was quiet inten-

sive, but it gave the District Gov-

ernor's - Elect an opportunity to 

get to know each other even better 

to where I believe we became a 

Family. The Convention started on 

started on July 5th, with the larg-

est parade Seattle has ever had, 

and was followed by three days of 

meetings and information for a 

total of eleven days. I believe if 

every Lion could have that experi-

ence, the membership would go 

through the roof. 

 

I was really impressed with Inter-

national President Tam. He is a 

very successful business man, 

great family man, a great Lion 

with great vision. To him, believ-

ing is different from thinking be-

cause it has three other elements: 

Courage-Commitment-Action. 

This year he is calling all Lions to 

embrace a sense of belief of what 

it truly means to be a Lion - a be-

lief that each Lion makes a differ-

ence and that, together, we can 

change the world even more than 

we have yet imagined. He has his 

vision - driven by his beliefs - on 

several special goals this year:  

              

Å Strengthening and retaining our 

membership by taking care of fel-

low members as if they were fam-

ily  

Å  Expanding our service to new 

heights, propelled by a special 

campaign to plant one million 

trees 

Å Nurturing our future by involv-

ing more young people and Leos 

in all that we do 

 Clubs and districts are en-

couraged to continue their 

quest for social media cover-

age and web networking of 

projects and activities to ex-

pand our public image 

 Ensure our future, we must 

continue to develop new lead-

ers and we must provide them 

the opportunity to lead - we 

must empower Lions to be 

confident in their ability to "do 

it together". 

 

He believes with all his heart we 

can make a difference through 

Lion Clubs International Founda-

tion. 

 

He believes we can make a differ-

ence. He believes that helping just 

one person sets an example for 

others to follow. He believes in a 

world-wide family of volunteers. 

He believes we are the global 

leader in community service. He 

believes in L-I-O-N-S.  

 

So Catch the Believe Spirit. Act 

NOW to: 

Start a tree planting campaign 

 Enact a "My Club, My Fam-

ily" philosophy 

Involve new members in club 

activities 

Revitalize your public rela-

tions program 

Expand your service projects 

Build future Lion leaders 

Support LCIFI highly recom-

mend that you read the July/

August 2011 issue of the 

LION magazine starting on 

Page 15 through page 36 about 

International President Tam. 

Its worth the read! 

 

The district held the 1st Cabinet 

meeting in Pleasanton, with a 

wonderful fish fry on the night of 

Friday July 22nd, and a great 

Cabinet meeting on the morning 

of the 23rd. all the presenters did a 

supper job. We thank them all. 

The 2nd Cabinet meeting will be 

held in Leakey on the 15th of Oc-

tober 2011. 

 

The District Directory has been 

printed, which was a great job 

done by Lion Abel Martinez, and 

will be distributed to all those who 

need them. 

 

Any Clubs that would like to 

schedule a Governors visit Please 

contact me. Also, please contact 

me if you have any constructive 

ideas or would like to serve the 

District. 

 

Lion Howie Marbach 

304 Castle Court 

Converse, Tex. 78109 

( H) 210-658-2168 

 (C) 210-414-7389 

howiem@quixnet.net 

 
 

District Governor  
Howie Marbach 

(Continued from page 1) 
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From The First 
Vice District  

Governor 
 

My Fellow Lions: 

 

It has now been three months 

since our District Convention in 

Del Rio and a month since our 

International Convention in Seat-

tle, Washington, and more re-

cently our First Cabinet Meeting 

in Pleasanton, TX.  

 

 I want to thank my Home Club, 

the San Antonio Edgewood Lions 

Club, for their sponsorship and 

support as well as District 2-A2 

for your continual support and en-

couragement in my new role as 

your First Vice District Governor.   

 

At our recent International Con-

vention, our new President, Lion 

Wing-Kun Tam urged clubs to be 

Family-like. President Tam 

ñBelieves that one person can 

make a difference.  He believes 

that the entire world can be 

changed when we come to-

gether as Lions.  Believe that 

changing a life ï or the world ï 

starts with each one of us.ò  We 

need to understand the ñPower 

of Weò in Lionism.  Together 

we can do great things.  Seeing 

15,000 Lions from all over the 

world coming together for one 

purpose, ñWe Serve,ò is an 

over-whelming experience.  

Peter Drucker, the legendary 

management consultant and 

author says this about team-

work:  ñThe leaders who work 

most effectively, it seems to me, 

never say ñI.ò  Thatôs not because 

they have trained themselves not 

to say ñIò  they donôt think ñI.ò  

They think ñwe,ò they think 

ñteam.ò  They understand their job 

to be to make the team function.  

They accept responsibility and 

donôt sidestep it, but ñweò gets the 

creditéThis is what creates trust, 

and enables you to get the job 

done.ò  So it is with this in mind 

that as part of our District Gover-

nor Howie Marbachôs TEAM, that 

I will do my best to help make 

District 2-A2 grow and become 

more successful, serving all of 

your communities, as part of Dis-

trict 2-A2 and Lions Clubs Inter-

national.   

 

Another hat that I wear as your 

First VDG, is co-chair of the 

ñStride for Sight.ò  At this time of 

year, most Clubs are putting to-

gether their budgets, and I would 

like to encourage your club to con-

sider the Marion Jones ñStride for 

Sightô Program which supports the 

Lions Low Vision Center of 

Texas , the Eberlin Research Cen-

ter and the Clinical Skills Lab.  I 

have recently met with the Board 

for the Lions Sight Research 

Foundation (LSRF) about talking 

to clubs about how important this 

program is to our District.  The 

Low Vision Center is in the proc-

ess of expanding on their space.  

As a result, the UT Health Science 

Center has hired an additional 

physician to help Dr. Sandy Fox.  

The Low Vision Center will be 

able to see more patients and pro-

vide more services to the commu-

nity.  The Department of Ophthal-

mology is one of five Departments 

within the Medical School, but it 

has the Lions signature through-

out.  This effort is truly in keeping 

with the Lions commitment to 

Helen Keller when she asked the 

Lions in 1925, at the International 

Convention in Cedar Point, Ohio, 

to become ñKnights for the 

Blind.ò     

 

As always, as I continue to visit 

Lions Clubs in the District and I 

hope to learn more about you and 

your club and ways that I can give 

you my full support. Again, if I 

can be of service to you or your 

club, please let me know.   

 

Yours in Service, 
 

First Vice District Governor 

Richard J. Keilholz 
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From The Second 
Vice District  

Governor 
 

To My Brother and Sister Lions,  

 

The first and most important thing 

Iôd like to say to you is this : 

 

 

 
I believe. I believe in Lions. And I 

believe in you. Because you made 

the commitment to help others by 

becoming a Lion, youôve chosen 

to make the world a better place. 

And I know youôll do everything 

in your power to make it happen. 

 

How to do it is the easy part. By 

keeping your club alive and active 

with community service and the 

spirit of family; by keeping Lions 

International apprised of your ser-

vice through your monthly ac-

tivity reports and MMRôs and 

by simply asking for help if 

your club is in need of any as-

sistance. 

 

I believe that we can plant one 

tree for every member of  Dis-

trict 2-A2. The information on 

how to accomplish this and 

why is available at this web 

site. Itôs also a project that will 

get younger members of the 

community interested in Lion-

ism because the simple act of 

planting a small tree is a show of 

good faith to them that we care 

about the future, and that they are 

the future. 

 

I believe that we can revitalize the 

Low Vision Center; that we can 

remind every Lion in 2-A2 of its 

history, its purpose, and the won-

drous things it has accomplished 

and can accomplish in the future. I 

believe that not only can we reach 

the financial goal for this Lionôs 

year to help keep it able to per-

form virtual miracles, but that we 

can also get every single club in 

our district to make Strides for 

Sight. In a district with 60 clubs, 

we can certainly do better than 

have participation from only 9 of 

those clubs. 

 

I believe we can grow our mem-

bership. The Lions logo of a Lion 

looking forward and a Lion look-

ing back is not just for artistic 

symmetry,  it is to remind us that 

we can learn from the past, the 

successes and mistakes, and apply 

them as we look to the future. 

 

In the past of Lionism, the fun, the 

fellowship, and the simple joy of 

helping others inspired others to 

want to join us. I believe that in 

treating our clubs like family we 

can reach that place where Lion-

ism is calling to everyone with a 

beating heart. Just like you. 

 

So here we are. A fresh start, a 

new year. Believe. Believe with all 

your heart and soul that Lionism, 

and especially District 2-A2, is 

going to make a dramatic positive 

change in our community; our im-

mediate community as well as the 

world community.  

 

I believe Leadership will become 

something Lions aspire to, and 

ready themselves for. I once read a 

motivational poster at a police sta-

tion (no, I was not being booked) 

that stated no one really started out 

as a leader. The leader was the one 

who just started doing what 

needed to be done, and his peers 

were soon beside him helping. 

 

And I believe that youôll be hear-

ing a lot more about all of this in 

the very near future.  

 

In belief in the power of Lionism, 

 

Second Vice District Governor  

Wendy Van Winkle 
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From The District 

Chaplain 
 

Dear Lions, 

 

I have the privilege again of serv-

ing as your District Chaplain. I 

accepted Gov. Howie Marbach's  

appointment simply because it is 

one position in Lionism I enjoy 

doing. Most of those faithful Lions 

who serve in the battle trenches of 

life never receive the full honor 

and glory they deserve. Anyone 

who emulates the pattern of life 

set forth by the "greatest servant" 

of all time needs to be recognized 

by fellow man even though their 

ultimate award lies ahead. Fre-

quently we do recognize special 

efforts by our cohorts with a mate-

rialistic award which is good but 

oh so often we fail to give honor 

where honor is due until we do 

posthumously. True, we utter a 

final; "well done good and faithful 

servant," but a real Lion is not 

seeking worldly acclaim if she/

he faithfully abides by Lion-

ism's motto, 'We Serve." 

  

The position of a Chaplain is to 

conduct a religious exercise for 

an organization. It's not to glo-

rify someone, that belongs to 

one man and one man only, but 

I sincerely believe each of us as 

a servant of God should feel 

obligated to praise the efforts 

of His children. So if I seem 

persistent in seeking informa-

tion about one of your fellow 

Lions please forgive the old Lion's 

penchant for his philosophy. Most 

clubs will only have to provide 

information on one or two of their 

members in a 365-day period. Is 

that asking too much for honoring 

years of service to mankind? 

 

A form provided online or avail-

able from me or your Zone Chair-

man will be easy to complete; plus 

a photo  (B&W, color or digital ) 

will enhance the preparation and 

presentation at the Memorial Ser-

vices at the next Annual Conven-

tion. But please do not wait until 

one week before the Convention  I 

can use the information as soon as 

it can be found and sent to me. 

  

The reports about deceased Lions 

should appear on the monthly re-

ports; however, you can send this 

information to me at any time.  

 

Send them to: 

 Lytle H. Blankenship, PDG, 

4410 Medina Highway 

Kerrville, TX  78028-8891 

830/895-4875 

lhblanken@gmail.com 

 

Before starting our new year we 

need to recognize the loss of three 

Lions who were not included in 

the 2 April 2011 Memorial Ser-

vices in Del Rio. 

 

Virginia Thompson, Pearsall Li-

ons Club, Departed 1 March 2011. 

 

Alfonso Pena, Del Rio San Felipe 

Lions, Departed 1 April 2011. 

 

Bill Gardner , San Antonio North-

side Lions - Funeral Services 27 

were on June 2011; burial at Ft. 

Sam Houston, donations to Texas 

Lions Camp. 

 

Perhaps these Lions could easily 

repeat the words of the Apostle 

Paul written to his young protégée 

Timothy: ñMy life is being given 

as an offering to God, and the time 

has come for me to leave this life. 

I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept 

the faith. Now, a crown is being 

held for me ð a crown for being 

right with God. The Lord; the 

judge who judges rightly, will give 

the crown to me on that day ð not 

only to me  but to all those who 

have waited with love for him to 

come again.ò 

(2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

 

District 2-A2 Chaplain 

PDG Lytle Blankenship 
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To dream the impossible dream. 

 

Boy, I really donôt know where 

the time has gone. It seems like I 

was just starting my time as a trus-

tee of the Texas Lions Foundation, 

and now I am starting my fifth and 

final year as a trustee. By constitu-

tional requirements, at the end of 

this year I must take at least a one-

year break as a trustee. I can still 

stay on the Board, but only as an 

elected officer, not as a trustee. If 

someone would be interested in 

becoming a trustee, please let 1st 

VDG Richard know, as he will 

have to appoint the next trustee to 

a two-year term. 

 

Your Foundation stayed very busy 

the last half of the Lions year as 

we had more requests for grants 

than usual. We had a couple of 

floods in east Texas and several 

large fires in north, central, and 

west Texas. Add in a couple of 

extra projects, and we spent more 

money than usual. Of course, that 

is what the money is for, and I re-

main committed to ñTexas Lions 

Helping Texans.ò  

 

As for District 2A2, this past year 

was good, but not great. As it was 

with every organization, donations 

were down. In contributions we 

ranked 3rd among the 16 districts 

in Texas. District 2T3 won this 

year by having one club donate 

$10,000, beating 2A2 by $2,800. I 

am still extremely proud of this 

district and its contributions over 

the past four years. Approximately 

$77,000 has been raised during 

that time, which brings me to the 

part of dreaming the impossible 

dream. When I was a young, naïve 

trustee, just beginning my work 

with the Foundation, I had the 

dream of $100,000 in donations 

over a five-year period. I knew 

that most districts couldnôt raise 

one-half that amount for the same 

time frame. But it doesnôt cost 

anything to ñdream the impossible 

dream.ò It still wonôt be easy to 

achieve that goal, but you never 

know unless you try. 

 

Therefore, I am asking clubs 

NOW to make a place in your 

clubôs budget for the Texas Lions 

Foundation, and pledge your sup-

port early. Notice I did not say 

donate early, but I definitely so-

licit pledges starting now. 

 

My health has improved over the 

past year, so I hope to be able to 

travel more this next year. If you 

would like to hear a program on 

the Texas Lions Foundation, 

please let me know, and I will do 

my best to accommodate your 

club. Unfortunately, eating has 

gotten to be a habit, so I remain in 

a ñsemi-retiredò state for a few 

more years and will make visita-

tions around my work schedule. 

 

In His service,     

PDG John 

From Texas Lions Foundation: The Impossible Dream Really IsnôtFrom Texas Lions Foundation: The Impossible Dream Really Isnôt  
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For a variety of reasons that would probably make a situation comedy writer sit up and take notice, the 

TEAM newsletter has obviously been published quite late. But Iôm sure youôve probably noticed that. I 

would like to offer my sincere apologies, and ask all of you to remember that even though this newsletter 

is just now getting published, it is time for any articles, columns, or photos to be sent to me to organize  

for the September newsletter. Also, since a great deal of my data has been misplaced in my computer, if 

you sent anything for the July/August issue that was not published, please send it again so it can be pub-

lished in the upcoming edition. I will need all information immediately. Again, my sincere apologies. 

Please send your information to dvanwinkle@stx.rr.com 
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Itôs August and this scenario (or 

something close to it) is being 

played out all across Texas: Mom 

or Dad have been to the school or 

on the school website to get the 

list of supplies their children will 

need. Now the frenzy has begun to 

make sure everything on the list is 

ready to go on that first day of 

school. 

 

It may cost a ton of money, but 

they have to have it. Paper, eras-

ers, pens, notebooks: check. Ruler, 

protractor, 3 ring binders: check. 

Gym clothes: check. Folders, 

thumb drive: check. New pair of 

jeans, new tennis shoes, new 

shirts: check. Haircut: check. New 

lunch box: check. Eye Exam: 

NOT CHECKED ! 

 

ñWeôre just out of money; we 

canôt afford the exam much less 

glasses. I hope their eyes havenôt 

changed much over the summer, 

plus the school district has to 

check them anywayòéé.and so 

it plays out in households all over 

the State. As a result, thousands of 

children will start school with all 

of the right supplies, but NOT all 

of the right TOOLS! 

 

But is leaving it up to the schools 

the answer? School budgets have 

been slashed, larger districts that 

had dedicated testers, probably 

have cut them. Nursing staffs will 

be as bare bones as is allowed, so 

nurses will find it harder and 

harder to get the job done accu-

rately. Acuity chart tests, which 

are minimal exams at best, will be 

further marginalized due to lack of 

time. 

 

This year it will be more important 

than ever for TLERC and Lions 

Clubs across Texas to step up and 

serve our children, as the ñKnights 

of the Blindò we are. The great 

thing is that in the last few years a 

new device has appeared to bring 

the screening process into the 21st 

century. Itôs called PediaVision. 

 

Once you are trained in its use, 

PediaVision shoots a computer-

ized picture of an eye so quickly 

that even a babyôs eyes can be 

checked accurately (almost impos-

sible with old methods). The re-

sults are stored in the computer. 

Now accurate results can be ob-

tained with even the youngest stu-

dents and at day cares. 

 

More importantly it also detects 

and records several additional 

anomalies of the eye, which go 

undetected using the old screening 

methods. Conditions, which if 

caught early enough may be cor-

rectable in the child. Doctors use 

PediaVision in their offices, but 

have to pay not only for the equip-

ment, but also each time they pull 

the trigger. However, PediaVision 

will sell Lions the equipment and 

we do not have to pay the $4-$5 

per image. It is a great tool and 

can be shared by clubs all across a 

zone or district. 

 

Of course, once the exams are 

done there will be thousands of 

families that canôt afford the 

glasses and once again the Lions 

of Texas will  step up to the plate. 

President Tam believes it. ñI Be-

lieveò it. 

 

Using TLERCôs lab we can help 

you put new glasses on those 

needy children for $14/pair ($18 

for some prescriptions). TLERCôs 

Childrenôs Eyeglass Program 

made 1,000 pair last year. We can 

do a lot more, and you can serve a 

lot more through our own State 

project than using retail outlets. 

Call TLERC to help your club get 

going in this important work. 

 

Eye Exam: Check! Glasses: 

Check! 

 

Lion Tom Blase, VDG 2-A1 
TLERC Promotions Director 

From TLERC: Pencils: Check   Notebooks: Check   Ruler: CheckFrom TLERC: Pencils: Check   Notebooks: Check   Ruler: Check  
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LeadershipLeadership  

OpportunitiesOpportunities   

Floresville Awards and InductionFloresville Awards and Induction  

Above, Lion LaJuana Newnam-

Leus presents the "Lion of the 

Year" award to Lion Susan 

Hodges during the Floresville 

Lions Club Annual Installation 

and Awards Banquet June 16. 

Lion Susan received the award in 

recognition of her many contribu-

tions to the club, including pub-

lishing the monthly newsletter.  

 

Below, three new members were 

inducted during the Floresville 

Lions Club Annual Installation 

and Awards Banquet June 16. 

They are (from left) Lori Roe, 

who was sponsored by Lion 

Teddi Harllee, Melanie Trevino, 

who was sponsored by Lion Paul 

Sack, and Mark Brown, who also 

was sponsored by Lion Paul. Lion 

Ray Castillo of the San Antonio 

West Side Lions Club inducted 

the new members and the clubôs 

new officers.  

It is every Lion leader's responsibil-

ity to ensure that every Lion has the 

opportunity to make a difference.  It 

is also a leader's responsibility to 

identify and empower the next gen-

eration of Lion leaders.  Leadership 

development begins with a quality 

orientation for every new Lion and 

continues throughout that individ-

ual's career as a Lion. 

 

You have already taken the first 

steps along your path of Lion lead-

ership, but learning to lead is a life-

long process.  There are many tools 

and resources to help you along this 

path, beginning at the Leadership 

Resource Center at the Lions Clubs 

International website.   

Lions International President 

Wing-Kun Tam 
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  Utopia Annual Auction is Another Great Success!Utopia Annual Auction is Another Great Success!  

The Utopia Lions Club held its 

annual Auction on April 16, 2011, 

at the Utopia VFD. The weather 

was ñmade-to-orderò and there 

was plenty to auction. Sabinal 

Canyoners and many other folks 

visiting the Canyon had a great 

afternoon and walked away with 

many great items. 

What does the Utopia Lions Club 

do with the funds it raises each 

year at the Auction? It helps chari-

ties, local community needs, and 

many organizations. Years ago, 

the Utopia Lions Club started 

looking for a way to raise money 

to help out the many charities and 

organizations they support in the 

Sabinal Canyon, Texas, and the 

International Lions Club. The an-

nual Auction now held at the 

Town Square and Utopia Fire Hall 

was established.  

 

This year the Auction made a little 

over $19,500. This will go a long 

way in helping support UHS sen-

ior scholarships, our Utopia VFD 

and EMS, the Vanderpool VFD, 

and other organizations. The Uto-

pia Lions Club would like to thank 

the organizations who provided 

the ñbehind-the-scenesò help in 

pulling off this yearôs Auction. A 

GREAT big thank you to Corey 

Lowrance and the UHS Ag kids, 

the 4-H kids, and the freshman 

class for providing lots of ñleg 

powerò. Also, many thanks to the 

Lions Club members who helped 

as well as Mariah and Allyce 

Pfeiffer, who provided two days of 

FABULOUS assistance! The won-

derful lunch, great desserts, and 

(Continued on page 10) 

Everette Boyce, a member of Uto-

pia Lions Club, receives a plaque 

from President Susan Merrifield 

for 59 years of faithful service to 

Utopia Lions Club. 

Al Hoelscher receives a plaque 

from Kelley Longbotham for 

faithfully serving many years as 

auctioneer at the Utopia Lions 

Club Auction. 

Stacy Amann, son of Max 

Amann, donates the BBQ pit to 

the Auction. The pit was made in 

Maxôs Utopia Ag class years 

ago. Max was a charter member 

of Utopia Lions Club, founded in 

April, 1948. 
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Obie Dan Milton, Jr., a resident of 

the Sabinal Canyon, will celebrate 

his 85th birthday on September 

3rd.  Born in Louisiana in 1926, 

Obie graduated from Magnolia 

High School, Pike County, Missis-

sippi.  He has a half-brother who 

is twenty years younger. 

 

Obie joined the US Navy after 

high school.  He served during 

WWII.  He received an Associate 

Degree in Petroleum Technology 

from Oklahoma A&M and a 

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical 

Engineering from Lamar Univer-

sity in Beaumont, Texas.  Obie 

stayed in the Naval Reserve Unit 

after WWII and was called back in 

for the Korean War.  In 1968, he 

was again called back into active 

duty with the Sea Bees and spent a 

year in Vietnam. 

 

Obie married Beweeta Lovelady 

and had two daughters, Kathy and 

Kay.  After their divorce, he mar-

ried Joan Ackerson.  He started 

working for Texaco, Inc. as a la-

borer and retired as a Shift Engi-

neer.  Obie and Joan moved to 

Utopia in 1987.  Along with his 

son-in-law, he built the house he 

still lives in to this day.  He has 

been a Methodist since he was 

twelve years old.  Obie and Joan 

were both active in the Utopia 

United Methodist Church.  He has 

belonged to the Masonic Lodge 

for many years and held many of-

fices.  He is currently serving as 

Secretary. Obie has five grandchil-

d r e n  a n d  e i g h t  g r e a t-

grandchildren. 

 

Obie joined the Utopia Lions Club 

in 1987.  His ñI never held an of-

ficeò came to a screeching halt 

when he was elected as a Director 

to the Lions Club Board for 2011-

2012.  Obie said heôs cooked lots 

of meals for the club and has 

baked a number of cakes for the 

annual Utopia Lions Club Auction 

held each Spring.  He has been an 

active member for twenty-four 

years and enjoys the camaraderie 

of fellow Lions.  Although Obie is 

a ñman of few wordsò, when he 

does speak, people listen!  He 

brings a wealth of wisdom to the 

Lions Club and is very much ap-

preciated for his contribution to 

the Sabinal Canyon. 

Happy Birthday Obie Milton!Happy Birthday Obie Milton!   

  Utopia Annual Auction is Another Great SuccessUtopia Annual Auction is Another Great Success  

beverages were provided by the 

Utopia Freshman class! Thanks so 

much for your participation! 

 

Thanks also to some outstanding 

advertising by Diane Causey in 

the Utopia News column of the 

Uvalde Leader News, the Bandera 

Bulletin, the Bandera Courier, the 

Leakey Star, the Bandera Electric 

Coop, KVOU Radio Station in 

Uvalde, KCWM Radio Station 

and Mike Carr in Hondo, and 

KRNH, the Ranch Radio Station, 

in Kerrville.  

 

Special thanks also to Hillis Mini 

Storage for storage of early items, 

Bandera Electric Coop, Leakey, 

and Mr. Jim Boyd for hanging our 

banners in town. And, of course, a 

HUGE thanks is due to the Utopia 

Volunteer Fire Department and the 

Community Center for the use of 

their buildings! A GREAT big 

thanks to Mr. Al Hoelscher, who 

has auctioneered at this event for 

many years and to Mary and Lee 

Barton for hosting him. 

 

Last but not least, a BIG thanks to 

all the businesses, landowners 

who are not fortunate enough to 

live in the Canyon full time and of 

course to all of you who came out 

to bid on your favorite treasure!  

 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Why Plant Trees?   

 

Lions often focus on changing the 

world by direct service to people 

in need. But making the world a 

better place starts with changing 

the world itself. 

  

Trees play an important part in 

making our planet a healthy, beau-

tiful habitat for the human race. In 

addition to renewing the atmos-

phere, trees conserve soil and wa-

ter, control avalanches, prevent 

desertification, protect coastal ar-

eas and stabilize sand dunes. They 

support nearly 90 percent of ter-

restrial life on Earth. 

  

Yet trees are disappearing at an 

alarming rate. Latin America, Af-

rica and Asia are losing millions 

of acres of forested land each year. 

That's why it is important for your 

club and district to help Lions 

reach our goal of planting one mil-

lion trees worldwide this year. For 

more information view available 

tree planting resources. 

 

For even more information on the 

number of trees and locations 

where Lions have planted them, 

just click here. 

 

Del Rio Host Lion Steve Barnes 

has realized the importance of this 

undertaking, and has offered his 

services in helping our clubs reach 

the goal of planting one tree for 

each member. 

 

He writes, ñ Fellow Lions, Iôm 

Lion Steve, who just happens to 

be an Environmental Engineer at 

Laughlin AFB, which puts me in 

the tree business.  

 

In the June issue of the Del Rio 

Host Lions Monthly, there was an 

(Continued on page 13) 
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http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/global-membership-team/presidents-theme/million-tree/index.php
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This great group of LEOS attended the Leo Council Meet-

ing in Kerrville, Texas. And congratulations (or should we 

say good luck?) to Lion Elizabeth Bumguardner, the new 

LEO Club Program/Texas Leo Council Chairperson. For 

More information about the LEO Club, visit the website 

by clicking here. 

excellent article on International 

President Tamôs goal of planting a 

million trees.  

 

Iôd like to volunteer to help. 

 

Iôve already planted two on base, 

but the trees can be planted any-

where  we  have  pe rmis -

sion...schools, home, momôs, the 

park, Lions Parks...wherever.  

 

That  counts! And I would be 

pleased to help the effort. I feel 

this is achievable, and Iôve just 

done a Lions share by ordering ten 

more trees. They can be ordered 

from the National Arbor Day 

Foundation for (ready for this?) 

only ten bucks! 

 

Trees wonôt ship until autumn, the 

best time to plant, so that gives us 

time to plan where to plant  them 

and their care. While autumn 

wonôt be here for a bit, you should 

get your order in and processed, if 

you would like to participate. 

Then, they send you 10 tiny trees. 

You will have a choice of trees, 

but only those that will do well in 

your community. 

 

So participate. Let me know by 

email if you plant a tree, More im-

portantly, let your Club Secretary 

know so he or she can include it in 

your clubôs Activity Report and 

we can give Lions International an 

accurate count of the number of 

trees youôve planted, 

 

Plant a tree and letôs save the 

world for your kids, grandkids, the 

neighbors kids, etc. 

 

Yours in  Service, 

 Lion Steve Barnes 

Steve.barnes@laughlin.af.mil 

(Continued from page 12) 
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